Resonet

Codex Calixtinus
(12th Century)

Resonet nostra Domino caterva. Corde iocundo.
Iacobi festa celebret devote. Corpore Mundo.

Fecit hic signa miracula digna. Mitis ut agnus.

Lux fuit ceacis baculusque claudis. lacobus magnus.
Fulget in caelo signis et mundo. Nunc sine meta.
Gallaecianis resplendent insignis. Felix athleta.

Hic conservator, Hispaniae tutor. Ingens praeclarus.
Hic protegat nos, ne deglutiat nos. Orcus amarus.
Resonet nostra Domino caterva. Corde iocundo.
Iacobi festa celebret devota. Corpore Mundo.

Let us sing to the Lord in great number, with a glad heart.

Let us devoutly celebrate the feast of St. James, with a clean body.

He gave us signs and worthy miracles here, meek as a lamb.

He made the lame walk and the blind see, O great James!

He is brilliant in the heavens and on the earth with his signs, now and forever.
He shines in the colours of Galicia, O happy athlete!

He is the protector and guardian of Spain, strong and glorious.

May he protect us, that we might not be eaten, by the cruel monster.

Let us sing to the Lord in great number, with a glad heart.

Let us devoutly celebrate the feast of St. James, with a clean body.

History

The Codex Calixtinus is a 12th-century illuminated manuscript, traditionally but spuriously
attributed to Pope Callixtus II. It is a collection of sermons, reports of miracles, liturgical texts,
music and descriptions of places, local customs and notable works of art, produced with the purpose
of accompanying and helping medieval pilgrims on the Way of St. James, to the shrine of the
apostle Saint James the Great in Santiago de Compostela, Galicia.

The manuscript is the unique extant witness bearing an extraordinarily interesting set of early
polyphonic musical pieces, including what is believed to be, albeit controversially, as the earliest
known composition for three voices. The polyphony in the Codex has consistently been of great
interest to musicologists, and has been recently rendered in modern recordings.
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Codice Calixtino s. XII

Performing edition of a recorded improvisation by http://www.resonet.es
realised by Joe Paxton for the BREMF Community Choir, May 2013
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